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Highlights 
 According to Government of Uganda’s Office of the Prime 

Minister (OPM) reports, a total of 14,464 refugees have arrived in 

Uganda since November 2014 and 50% of them are children 

under the age of 18 years. The period of September 18-24, 2015 

saw a total of 74 new refugees up from the last week’s 27 with a 

daily new arrival of 11 individuals. 

 A total of 933 school children are now enrolled in school, and 

increased by 166 (from 767 to 933) largely due to the UNICEF 

supported ‘Go back to School’ campaign that took place from 

September 8-18, 2015. 

 During the week  of September 14-16 communities in the 

settlement participated in guided dialogue sessions with a focus 

on how to ensure Child care and protection, including roles for 

foster families ; as well as how to effectively address the 

inadequate school feeding and language barriers during learning. 

 UNICEF supported a three day Child Protection Training by the 

Child Protection Working Group for newly elected Child 

Protection Committee Members and Police Officers in Nakivale. 

 
    UNICEF’s Response with partners 

Indicator Cumulative 
Results 

Nutrition and Health Indicator 
Number of children with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) provided appropriate treatment and care.  

 
15 

Nutrition and Health Indicator 
Number of children immunized (Polio and Measles) in refugee and Host community. 

19,024(Polio) 
18,989 (Measles) 

Education Indicator 
School-aged children with access to emergency education and early childhood development services.  

 
2,487 children 

Education Indicator 
Number of Government primary schools hosting refugees receiving support. 

4 temporary 
schools 

 

 

Date: September 30, 2015 
 

Burundian Refugees in Uganda 

14,464 
# of Burundians in Uganda since November 
2014 (OPM, 2015) 

 

7,232 
# of children under the age of 18  
(OPM, 2015) 
 

10,558 
# of women and  children (OPM, 2015) 

 
 

Funding Requirements 

US$2.9 mill 
 

Funding Gap  

61% 
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SITUAT Fig 2: Peace building in Education was 

discussed during the Care givers training 

ION IN NUMBERS 

 

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

The Government of Uganda’s Office of the Prime Minister reports indicate a reduction of daily new arrivals 
of Burundian refugees. A total of 14,464 refugees have arrived in Uganda since November 2014 and the 
majority (10,907) are settled in Nakivale, 218 in Kyaka, 11 129 in Oruchinga and 2,624 in Kampala. New 

arrivals are mainly coming into Uganda through Mirama 
Hills, Kisenyi Police post, Kagitumba and Kikagate border 
points and the average arrival rate is 11 people per day. New 
arrivals are citing insecurity and fears of attacks from armed 
groups as reasons for fleeing. OPM with partners UNICEF, 
UNHCR, WFP, UNFPA, ADRA-Uganda, AIRD, ICRC, Office of 
Resident Coordinator, Uganda Red Cross, Save the Children, 
ARC, UNHR, MTI and Samaritan Purse are responding to the 
emergency influx. Although the refugee settlement is not 
new, it has many service gaps especially in WASH, Education 
and Child Protection systems.  

 
As the steady influx of refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo continues to increase in Nakivale, 
pressure is being placed on services at the settlement shared by the vast majority of Burundians. 
 
 

During the assessments that were done in 

Nakivale settlement at the beginning of the 

influx, it was noted that there is dire need for 

ECD learning.  UNICEF supported a caregivers 

training for Early Childhood Development.  It 

involved practical sessions including how to 

teach Math concepts through play, material 

development for early childhood and peace 

building in the management of ECD 

programmes.  The post training assessment 

indicated that participants had appreciated and 

understood their role in facilitating child 

development activities. 

The joint interagency data analysis exercise for persons with specific needs living among the Burundian 
community that began on September 15 ended this week. A total of 276 persons with specific needs were 
identified, 45 of them are extremely vulnerable old persons, people living with disabilities and those with 
severe medical conditions. A follow up has been initiated to find caregivers and to construct shelters and 
latrines for persons with specific needs. 
 
There is limited funding support for the Burundi and other refugee responses in Uganda. UNICEF is 
engaged under the Refugees and host community empowerment strategy with UNHCR and partners to 
enhance capacities for setting up more durable/ sustainable services in refugee settlements.  Options 
include integration of refugee needs and issues in the district development planning and budgeting 
frameworks, setting up semi-permanent to permanent models of response to immediate needs of women 
and children for more cost effectiveness. 
 

 
 
 

Figure 1: All new arrivals of refugees in Uganda, 
2015 
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Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
 

The Government of Uganda’s refugee policy pivots around integration into Ugandan communities. The 
coordination of all interventions to address immediate needs of Burundian refugees are being led by the 
Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) with support from UNHCR. A UNICEF programme team in the Western 
Zone is strategically placed to support response activities. UNICEF has contributed to the Regional Refugee 
Response Plan (RRP) for Burundian refugees. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy 

 
UNICEF has operational programming in Uganda in the region where Burundian refugees are being settled. 
UNICEF’s humanitarian support to refugees from Burundi is based on an inter-agency “Burundian Refugee 
Response Plan”. Stakeholders have endorsed the revision of the operational planning figure for Uganda to 
20,000 refugees with a worst case scenario of 40,000 refugee arrivals. Current refugee settlement camps 
are close to the Tanzania and Rwanda borders where the majority of asylum seekers are entering Uganda.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Promotion (WASH): The settlements are currently serviced by water 
trucking by African Initiatives for Relief and Development (AIRD). UNICEF has delivered pipes and water 
accessories including 15 HDPE tanks to support extension of water systems to newly established five 
Burundi refugee villages in Nakivale settlement hence providing clean water to over 10,000 refugees. 
UNICEF is finalizing contract with partner American Refugee Committee who will do the water extension 
work in collaboration with UNHCR.  WASH services will be extended to early childhood development sites.   
 
Health and Nutrition:   UNICEF continues to sustain the therapeutic feeds pipeline and in addition has 
funded capacity building activities through Mwanamugimu with the Nutrition Training of Trainers in the 
region for Health Workers and Village Health Teams for Outpatient Therapeutic Centres and Inpatient 
Therapeutic Centres management scheduled for first week October 2015 in Nakivale Refugee settlement.   
 
During the weeks of September 4-17, 551children 
between 0-15 years were immunized against 
measles and polio, dewormed and given Vitamin A 
supplements during the weekly immunization 
outreach conducted by Medical Teams 
International in Nakivale settlement. Also, the 
weekly community outreach by MTI saw a total of 
253 children between 0-15 years screened for 
malnutrition in the same period. Five children 
were found with moderate severe malnutrition 
and were enrolled on outpatient therapeutic care.  
 
UNICEF and Isingiro District Local Government will carry out mass measles and Polio campaign during 
October 3-5 amongst refugees and host communities.  UNICEF and partners will roll out Human Papilloma 
Virus (HPV) vaccination in both refugees and host communities of Isingiro district in October. 4560 children 
aged 6 months to 59 months, 6902 children aged 0 – 59 months and 290 girls aged 10 years or in Primary 
four will be targeted for measles, Polio and HPV vaccine respectively.   
 
 
 
 
 

Nutrition Indicators ( Between May 2015 to July 2015) 

2,598 Children screened for Malnutrition           

15 Children with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition                                      

144 Moderately Malnourished children 

113 Number of children on OTC/ITC 
programme                                                     

38 Number of Children discharged from 
MAM                                             

2 Number of Children discharged from SAM      
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SITUAT Fig 2: Participants actively engaging in 

the Caregivers training sessions 

ION IN NUMBERS 

 

 

Child Protection:  UNICEF supported two community dialogue meetings held on September 14-16 in 
Misiera A and Kashojwa, jointly attended by the Child Protection Working Group that includes UNHCR, 
Office of the Prime Minister, American Refugee Committee, Uganda Red Cross Society, Isingiro Probation 
Office and Community Leaders of both villages to address child protection concerns in the Burundian 
community.  Most of the key issues raised were education related, including concerns over long distances 
to school and medical centres, lack of scholastic materials, examination fees, and absence of a school for 
children with disabilities, inadequate food for children at school and language barriers during learning.  Two 
more community dialogues are planned for next month. 
 
Child protection actors in Nakivale include UNHCR implementing partner ARC who support foster care 
management follow up and reintegration, best interest determination and assessments. Uganda Red Cross 
conducting family tracing, OPM conducting registration and documentation of children and land 
allocation. UNICEF met with Child Protection actors in Nakivale Settlement on registration and referral 
mechanism for Unaccompanied and Separated Children and other vulnerable children. A Case 
Management Meeting will be held on September 30th.  
 
UNICEF and partners are training the first batch of elected Child Protection Committee members, Police 
and other stakeholders in Nakivale Settlement this week. Child Protection Committees are identifying, 
reporting and referring cases. The Police are also following up cases of abuses of children.   
 
 
Education: In Nakivale settlement, UNICEF and Isingiro district 

Education office organized a five day training from September 

14-18 for 36 caregivers (12 Burundi (F, 04, M-08); 07 Congolese 

(F-01, M-06); 04 Rwandese (F 04, M 00); 13 Ugandans (F09, 04) 

from early childhood development centres.  The training focused 

on the early child hood learning framework and curriculum.  

 UNICEF and partners-UNHCR, Office of the Prime Minister, 
Windle Trust Uganda, American Refugee Committee, Isingiro 
district officials, refugee leaders, religious leaders and teachers 
carried out a nine day interagency ‘Go back to School’ campaign 
aimed at increasing enrollment from September 8-18 at Kashowja 
Primary School and ended in Kabahinda after covering Misiera A, B, 
 Kashojwa A and B, Ngarama, Kyeibare, Kabazana, Nyakagando and Miriamira villages.  This was done 
before the beginning of third term and primary school enrollment increased by 166 from 767 recorded to 
933 children therefore about 2,965 children are still not enrolled in school. 
 
Opportunities exist to improve school enrolment rates listed below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF supported orientation of 50 teachers and 40 stakeholders including district and sub county 
stakeholders, nearby representatives from Kakoba Primary Teachers College on the teachers’ manual for 
refugee settlements hence trained on how to manage education services. UNICEF is partnering with East 
African Play Grounds to install outdoor play facilities in ECD centers.  UNICEF is supporting Isingiro District 
shared Bills to construct six ECD semi-permanent structures and provision of equipment and latrines in six 

ECD community centres reaching 300 children (55% girls). A total of 12 ECD Centre Management 

Table 1: Current Enrollment in refugee settlement as August 30,2015 

Education Category Male Females Totals 

Early Childhood Development 675 605 1,208 

Primary Schools 492 521 1,013 

Secondary Schools 108 78 186 

Vocational Training 05 03 08 

Totals 1,280 1,207 2,487 
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committees (10 members for each committee) were established and the 120 Center management 
committee members were trained in the management of ECD centers.  
UNHCR and partners are conducting English lessons for new arrivals to address language challenges during 
learning.  School attendance is affected by children assisting parents to construct shelter, limited stationery 
and supplies, early marriage and searching for food.  

 
 

Media and External Communication 
 

UNICEF Communications staff have shared alerts in the media on the developing crisis in Burundi, impacts 
on children as well as the influx of women, men and children seeking asylum in Uganda. 
 

Security 
 

Overall, the security situation in the Ugandan districts (Isingiro and Rakai) hosting the main transit camps 

and settlement sites remains relatively good. 

 

 Funding 

 
UNICEF received with appreciation, the 

sum of US$440,012 from the Central 

Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and 

US$200,000 from DFID to support time 

critical and lifesaving interventions in 

WASH, health and nutrition for refugees 

from Burundi. UNICEF Uganda requires 

US$2,925,591 to support immediate 

needs of women and children from 

Burundi within the sectors of WASH, 

Education, Nutrition and Health 

(Immunization) and Child Protection, in 

line with the Uganda Refugee Response 

Plan from April to September 2015.  

 Date of the Next SitRep: October 30, 2015 

UNICEF Uganda web page:  www.unicef.org/uganda 
UNICEF Uganda Twitter:  www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda 
UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/uganda.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appeal Sector 

HAC 
Requirements 

(US$) 

Funds 
received 

(US$) 
Funding gap (US$) 

A C D=A-C 
% 

(D/A*10
0) 

WASH 1,171,650 210,071 961,579 82% 

Education 1,026,341 100,000 926,341 90% 

Health & 
Nutrition 

620,600 229,941 390,659 63% 

Child 
Protection 

107,000 100,000 7,000 7% 

Sub-Total  2,925,591       

Carry-forward        

Total funding available* 0     

Grand Total 2,925,591 640,012 2,285,579 61% 

Aida Girma Stefano Pizzi Boiketho Murima 

Representative, Chief, Field Operations & Emergency Emergency Specialist, 
UNICEF Uganda UNICEF Uganda UNICEF Uganda 
Tel: +256 41717110 Tel: +256717171450 Tel: +256 794701220 
Email:  agirma@unicef.org Email:  spizzi@unicef.org Email:  bmurima@unicef.org 

http://www.unicef.org/uganda
http://www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda
mailto:agirma@unicef.org
mailto:%20spizzi@unicef.or
mailto:bmurima@unicef.org

